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How might we
promote
inclusive Black
representation
in the media
and self-love?
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Introduction to
Project

My topic talks about the importance of Black representation in
the media and how it affects one's self-love/self-esteem.
Specifically colorism in the media and how it affects the Black
community. Colorism stems from slavery and it is the prejudice
against people who have a darker skin tone as well as giving
better treatment to those who are of the same race but lighter
skinned. Throughout history, the media and our immediate
environment, has controlled our self-image, especially now since
we are in the age of technology.

For my proposed solution, | created an organization called the
Black Media Society which focuses on changing Black Media
representation positively. One of the ways of doing that is
organizing a panel where the members can have a conversation
about the problems that Black people face in the media,
especially colorism.
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Coming up with
the idea

While completing my 30 annotated bibliographies, | noticed a
pattern throughout my research. Two words kept coming up
which were “Black people” and “Representation.” As a young black
women, | can relate to the struggle that Black people endure in
our society. Which is why, | knew that it was important for me to
stay true to who | am when approaching this project. | changed
my idea so many times from “Why aren't there alot of Black
designers?’, “The fashion industry isn't as inclusive as it should
be, “The history of Photography is racist,” to “The representation
of Black people in the media’”

Once | decided to go with that idea, | had an issue because within
that topic, there were so many examples behind it, such as
stereotypes/tropes of Black characters, misconception of Black
people in the media, or getting a better job in the industry as long
as you're of lighter skin complexion. | started realizing how all of
these topics were affecting me personally and that's when the
idea of self-love came to play.
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| had to revisit my past and experiences to realize how much the media
has affected me as a Black women. What stuck to me the most was how
growing up, | used to hate my skin color because the people that were in
the media barely looked like me. I'm of a darker skin complexion than
most of the actresses and models at the time and not to mention that |
came from an African background where some people in my family will
bleach their skin because having a lighter skin complexion is the

beauty standard.

With all of that in mind, | decided to focus on Colorism in the media and
how it affects one's self-love/self-worth.
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Research/Pop-up
exhibition

While developing my topic, | wasn't really sure on how to deliver
it. The goal was to educate people about the situation and honor
those who experienced it. Feedback from my peers allowed me
to come up with three possible ideas to complete my project.

1. The first option that | was going for was to create a community
based app that allowed Black people to network with each other,
share their experiences and struggles, and also educate others.
There will also be a self-care portion on the app that will provide
inspirational quotes, positive messages and helpful information to
improve one's self-love.

2.The second option was more provoking in a sense that | would
have used photography to showcase my topic. Based on my
research, | would have created my own advertisements that
would have redefined the media. | would have also have provided
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examples of colorism in the media. This would have hopefully been
an eye-opening experience.

3. The third option focuses on how one sees themselves
represented in the media. | would have focused on social media,
specifically installing a mirror, creating an instagram layout for it
and providing makers for people to write on the mirror or take a
picture.

For the Pop-up exhibition, | decided to show the first and second
option to get some feedback and it really paid off. | provided some
examples for both options and a couple of advertisment examples
that demonstrated colorism in the media. | was told that the app
felt a bit professional. Especially with the networking portion, it
seemed more like a job app instead of what | was going for. People
really liked the photography option but it didn't affect them
emotionally like a wanted it to. It only pointed out the problem.

With that feedback, | was able to decipher what was working and
what wasn't. | decided to create the app but it will just be a
platform for people to learn, help each other, and share
experiences. After a conversion with a professor, he pointed out
that since this topic is very personal, interviewing and sharing other
people's stories on my project could enhance the emotional
experience that | was trying to achieve. Hence why | decided to
include personal narratives of people that had
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HOW MIGHT WE BUILD AN INCLUSIVE PLATFORM FOR MINORITIES?

HOW MIGHT WE PROMOTE INCLUSIVE MINORITY
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Prototypes

While figuring out how to create my app, | was faced with two
options. Either creating a mockup that will show people what to
expect on the app and how to use it or develop it from scratch.
Another option was to pay and use a program that would
facilitate it's development.

Inspired by community organizations such as the NAACP and
Color of Change, | created my own fictional organization, Black
Media Society, that could create a community based and
educational environment. The app would be the platform that
the organization uses to communicate with people. To tie in
with the issues of colorism and self-love, | decided to also
create a fictional panel, organized by the organization, that will
focus on those specific issues. The panel will have celebrity
guest speakers to share their experiences and people will get to
learn about the issues.

Thanks to that idea, | got the opportunity to design a brand for
my project by creating the logo of the organization and also
promotional pieces for the event. For the personal narratives
that | wanted to include, | asked people on instagram questions
regarding colorism in the media. From there, | had some great
conversions with the people that were willing to share their
experiences and further validated why | wanted to

share this topic.
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Logo Iterations
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Social Media presence
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Due to covid-19, our capstone exhibition was cancelled and it
was decided to be a digital experience instead. This was
interesting because it had never happened before but here
we were, faced with this challenge and as a designer, there is
always a solution to something.

| realized that creating an app might be overally ambitious,
especially due to the time constraint. So | opted to create a
website instead. That way it is easily accessible to everyone
and | could further work on my career goals of becoming a
web designer. This became my final solution after
countless refinements.
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Design Choices

Colors Font

Raleway
-Extrabold
-Regular
-Thin

#ed2b26 #f58320
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| was going for a minimal but powerful
approach for my capstone. My color
choices were based on a research that |
did about color meanings. By simply
searching on Google the common
meanings of colors, | found out that red
symbolized passion and action and
orange symbolized optimism and
freedom.

Those meanings behind the colors
resonated with the goal that | was trying
to achieve for my capstone. Also, part of
the mission statement of my
organization is to make a change for the
Black community. The font choice is a
sans-setif.

There is something about an all caps
and bold text that demonstrates a
sense of power. Although it is simple,
it's straight to the point and allows
people to read easily.
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Final outcome

bms.dianeadote.com

| coded a website that promoted the panel that my
organization was organizing. The first page gave an
overview of the event, included a historical timeline of
colorism in the media and the personal quotes.

The second page is about colorism in the media. The
page provides it's history, examples from the colorism
in the media, and an educational section about self-
care. The third page talks about the background of my
organization and my personal experience dealing with
colorism.
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"What we see and how we view things is based on the
media that is exposed to us."

BMS IMAGE "+

PANEL

~m ADICA
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